
 

Vikings Fan Experience in London - Should I Stay or Should I Go?  

 

So, your favorite Vikings team has been selected to play a game in London. And you’re 

wondering if you should hop across the pond and see them play. If you have the time and budget, 

grab your passport and do it! 

Hopefully I can share enough information about my trip that you can share in the 

experience, too. Or maybe you’ll head off to London! There was a total of 12 of us attending the 

game. However, we all did not take the same route. Two booked a London package through KFAN. 

Two went to London first and are now In Denmark. One went to Paris first and then took the 

Eurostar train to London. Two booked tickets straight to London for a long weekend, etc., etc. The 

only common goal was that we would all attend the game together.  

 

Planning the Trip 

   Once we decided to take the trip, we wanted to expand our 

visit. It’s certainly possible to travel over to London for a long 

weekend, see some sites, attend the game, have an awesome 

time and return home. That’s exactly what I did when the 

Vikings played the Steelers at Wembley stadium in 2013. But, 

I had been there a few times and had seen much of greater 

London. This time, four of us decided to combine London with 

a self-driving tour of Southern Ireland first. The plan was 6 

nights there before spending 5 nights in London.  

 

 

If you want to experience beautiful landscapes, meet some wonderful people, stay in an actual 

castle, have a tasting session at a Guinness brewery, and then drink the best pint of Guinness of 

your life, Ireland is your destination. And that’s coming from someone who doesn’t drink beer. Ha! 

The Ireland portion of the trip was fantastic! 

 



Moving on from Ireland… 

 

Game tickets turned out to be more of a hassle than anticipated. For the 2013 game, we 

could buy tickets via a Ticketmaster UK website. The Vikings provided information and the process 

was simple. This year it was more complicated. Since our group has 3 season ticket holders, we 

decided to buy 4 tickets each (the limit). Prices ranged from about $60 to $150 per seat. The 

Ticketmaster UK website experience was awful and by the end of the process we had 12 seats in 4 

different areas of the stadium. We quickly scrapped that plan and decided to purchase a table in a 

hospitality suite through Keith Prowse, a UK hospitality company. We could then guarantee that 

our seats would be together. The cost was more but it was a once in a lifetime experience, including 

unlimited beer/wine/mixed drinks, lunch, game programs, halftime snacks/drinks, a door prize, 

and post-game food/drinks. Since we could deal with a dedicated ticket rep, I requested that our 

seats be in the first or first/second row of the section. I didn’t think it would happen but made the 

request anyway. 

Hotel selections in London were overwhelming. With the amount of tourism, there is no 

shortage of places to stay. And since this was an Olympic city, there are hotels upon hotels upon 

hotels. Eventually, we decided to stay in a place with the most convenient transportation options. 

The Vikings were playing in Twickenham stadium. So, we chose a hotel along a train route to the 

stadium.  

http://www.offtolondon.com/where_to_stay.html 

 

 

 

Getting There and Getting Around – Mind the Gap! 

 

After touring Ireland, on the Thursday before the game, we took a short one-hour flight from 

Dublin to London. Since there are 5 London airports, there was no shortage of ways to arrive. And 

getting around is easier than one might think. You can get from the airport to any area of London 

by using a combination of the train and tube (subway) system. Since we were on a longer trip with 

way too much luggage, we used an airport shuttle service. Otherwise, we would have used the 

trains.  

http://www.offtolondon.com/where_to_stay.html


While most of the group stayed together at a single hotel, some chose to stay at other 

locations. And those on the KFAN tour stayed at a different hotel as well. Those who had not visited 

London before did what I highly recommend. Take a tour on a ‘hop on – hop off’ bus. You can 

simply ride around for 2 hours and listen to the guide explain the history of London. Or you can 

hop off at Buckingham Palace and watch the changing of the guards (takes place 3 times per week 

at set times). Or you can hop off at the Tower of London and explore that or anything else. The bus 

tours hit all the highlights. 

 

  London Tour on ‘The Big Bus’ 

 



 

 

Once everyone understood the basics of the area, it was time to use the tube system. We purchased 

Oyster cards which gave you full rider access to the subway as well as most of the trains. Even first 

timers successfully found their way around without assistance. And we were off!!! 

 

 

KFAN Broadcast 

While some were ‘getting their history on’ at the British Museum, a couple of us decided to check 

out the KFAN broadcast on Friday. Each NFL team is assigned a pub as a gathering spot for the 

weekend and the Vikings pub was the Barrow Boy and Banker. 

 

 

http://www.barrowboy-and-banker.co.uk/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=tiI8a7OR&id=0131A88755204CDD87585D0DE263BF01C1A90469&thid=OIP.tiI8a7ORgi47AwpH8onJbQEsDg&q=mind+the+gap&simid=607996280968186258&selectedIndex=0


  



 

 

Yes, the pub actually used to be a bank. And 

since the morning show start time of 6 AM 

Central is noon London time, fans were in 

the pub having plenty of pints. It wasn’t that 

large so they eventually had to open the 

second level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With limited seating, a couple of people invited us 

to join them. It turns out we shared a table with a 

team photographer and a representative from the 

Vikings events team. They had swag! 

 

 



 

 

 

During a break we said hello to 

Chris Hawkey who was incredibly 

nice. Watching him head outside 

and speak with his ‘Irish accent’ 

was hilarious. We cheered for any 

Vikings fans he spoke with and 

booed any Packers fans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Packer fans even suck in London!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We were getting ready to leave when our Vikings table mates mentioned that Chad Greenway was 

headed there. So, of course we stayed for a bit longer. Thanks mates! He was running late and 

made the shortest appearance in history. But everyone was thrilled to see him. 

 

 

 

 

After the KFAN show and more 

sightseeing, we met up in the 

South Bank area for a Dim Sum 

group dinner. If there are 

questions about the food in 

London, rest assured that it is a 

LOT better than it was years ago. 

There is plenty of variety as well as 

top flight restaurants. While the 

margarita machine didn’t make the 

trip, I highly recommend drinks 

with flames! 

This was some sort of passion fruit 

martini thing that was mighty 

tasty! 

 

 

 



 

Saturday Night’s Alright! 

Since everyone didn’t make it to the pub for the KFAN broadcast, we decided to go back for a 

little NFL socializing on Saturday night. This was one of the highlights of the trip for me. A couple of 

people from our group arrived earlier than I did and said there was a 30-minute wait to get inside. 

By the time we arrived, the wait was shorter, but it was still crowded. Fans were there from the UK 

(not just London), Scotland, Ireland, Germany, etc. And there were quite a few Americans too. I even 

ran into a guy I’d met almost two years ago at a Barbecue class in Georgia. I have no idea how long 

those odds are, but I need to play the lottery. 

To prep for the trip, I posted on the NFL UK message board. They were so welcoming. In fact, 

they were so welcoming that one of them met us at the pub Saturday night. He shared his love of 

the game and his travels to the US. Apparently, he did a stadium tour that took him to 8 games, 

covering multiple sports, in 10 days. He’s coming over for the Vikings/Rams game and will attend 

some other games while in Minneapolis. Then he’s heading to Detroit for the Vikings Thanksgiving 

game, followed by a trip to Atlanta for that game. Impressive! This trip will be his first visit to US 

Bank Stadium.   

 

 

 

 

 

We asked some European fans 

how they picked a team to 

support. Reasons varied from 

team names, to team colors to 

jerseys, etc. We taught the 

Vikings song to the fans next to 

us because they wanted to sing 

along whenever this would 

happen: 

 

Click the links below! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Excuse the quality of the video  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/140252183@N03/37322544874/in/album-72157665878745409/ 

 

And then there were the spontaneous SKOL chants -  

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/140252183@N03/26255430169/in/album-72157665878745409/ 

 

. After a night of singing, English food and lots of cider, it was time to pack it in. 

 

 

GAME DAY! 

It’s game time!!!! Our tickets had been delivered to the hotel on the day of our arrival. And we’d been 

informed earlier, but the request for first/second row tickets had been fulfilled! We had 6 seats in 

the first row of the section and 6 more directly behind those. 

 

 

 

The stadium opened at 9:30. Hospitality 

opened at 10:30 and kick off was at 1:30. 

So, it was time to go! 

There was a ‘tailgate’ outside of 

Twickenham stadium but it was a bit 

different than a typical US tailgate. 

And there were definitely more purple 

jerseys than brown. 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/140252183@N03/37322544874/in/album-72157665878745409/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/140252183@N03/26255430169/in/album-72157665878745409/


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Love this: “I might live in Norway, but my team is in MINNESOTA” 



 

With Twickenham being the home of English rugby (and the largest dedicated rugby stadium in the 

world at 82,000 seats), we were fortunate enough to be given an impromptu tour by a gentleman 

who was the head of their hospitality staff. The rugby displays were covered up with NFL signage 

during the game. But he happily moved it away from the lockers, so we could see some of the 

memorabilia that would otherwise have been on display. They are incredibly proud of the history of 

this stadium. 

 



 

Once inside we 

could enjoy the 

suite with other 

fans. Most were 

corporate 

tables and their 

guests. And 

many had 

never been to 

an American 

football game. 

We visited every 

table and 

probably were a 

little louder 

than those in 

the suites are 

used to. But 

they had a lot 

of questions 

and it was fun 

to share 

information on 

the game and 

the US.  

 

 

 

 

Now, what was in the 

programs? For those who 

didn’t know the players, 

there were great player 

profiles. And if you didn’t 

know how NFL scoring 

works, they included that, 

too. 

They’ve put a lot of effort 

into building the NFL UK 

fan base. But there was 

still a lot of debate, even in 

London on whether there 

should be a London based 

team or not. 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

John Randle was at the game and was recognized as a Vikings legend. 

 



 

We’re pretty sure this Browns article title is a mistake. Per the table of contents, it’s supposed to 

read, “BELIEVE IN THE PLAN”. Oops! It’s tough to be a Browns fan, even in the UK. 

 

 



 

After lunch we were off to our seats! We got there and immediately realized we were sitting behind 

the KFAN crew! There was no covered broadcast booth for radio. We sang the Vikings song every 

time the team scored so luckily they were tolerant of screaming fans sitting directly behind them. 

 

 

 



 

 

During a break, I had the opportunity to say hello to Pete Bercich and pass along a THANK YOU 

from a member of VikeFans. It was nice to let him know in person how much the information he 

shares here is appreciated. He mentioned Tom and the great work done for the site! 

 



 

Then it 

was time 

to watch 

the game. 

Note - 

Anytime 

there was 

a flag they 

displayed a 

definition 

of the 

penalty on 

the screen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Halftime activity for the fans consisted of shopping for gear and beer. You could buy gear for any 

NFL team. 



 

Chris Hawkey held up his phone for a selfie so we could cheer in the background. He posted the 

pics to his Twitter feed. 

 

 

Fumble!!!!!!!!!! 



 

Go Case, Go! 

 

McKinnon TD! 

 



 

Unsolved Mystery: What is this? 

 

 

No one chased it away or captured it so apparently it was welcome to stay. 



 

 

 

 

Goodbye London!    Vikings -  #1 !!! 



 

After the game was over, we returned to the hospitality suite where we waited for the stadium to 

clear. 80,00 people getting to the subway and trains takes a long time! While waiting we heard some 

odd explanations of the game from the fans from Europe. While they enjoyed it, a couple had no 

idea of what was going on. “The skinny guy kicks the ball. Then the big guys watch it go over their 

heads. Then, it’s time for a break.”  

We spent one more day in London. It was nice to relax on the last day, pack up and prepare for the 

plane ride home. On the flight back, the people seated in front and behind me were also returning 

from the game. Minnesota was well represented on game day. 

 

 

 

 

As for the experience, we made some great memories with great friends while taking in a Vikings 

victory. I’d do it again in a heartbeat! 


